
,Humah” Services Secretary Richard: S. 
‘&hweiker@d ~r+riC~~ h J~UW 'workers yakday, Fred&b" de- 

ical centers. ‘In his farewell to NIH’ 

that! he wanted ‘mm b>staY, and last scribed the NIH as the woru leader 
’ montfr‘* the, White House and m r=ch $m human biology. 
Schweiker ~“signed off” on ,his reap- 

.h doea’ have one current political , . .“tjme to &# a&&trarjve bu,.de& ’ ‘DH;DONAlDS FREDRICKSON 
pointment. 
I :So&f NIH staff members, however, . problem, an unresolved attack on its 
said there was speculation that he has National Cancer Institute and, Dr. ‘ity in administering federhy funded ’ 
not had full backing from the Reagan Vincent DeVita, NC1 ‘director, by research grants. 

Tadmifiistration and that this was one some senators who accuse him of lax- “I have confidence in DeVita,” Fre- 
drickson said in an interview. In his : 
address, he made .only oblique refer- 
ence. ,to politics. He spoke of “so po- : 
liticahy oriented a cosmos”, in which 
even’ medical \.research exists, and i 
warned that “the essence of [NIH’s] I 
greatness ia fragile and could he de*. / 
strayed by careless trustees.” -(, 1 

But he said, “NIH is healthy, strong : 
and in the prime of ita life,” though it i 
now faces the/ prospect of smaller ‘i 
budgets, and ‘other problems, includ- i 
ing the ethical and social issues raised ! 
by the new biological revolution. : 

During Fredrickson’s tenure, NIH ,i 
began coping with these and made the 1.’ 
fit rules to curb some kinds of ge-. ’ 
netic reeearch: ,work on recombining ,i 
genes to ‘make new organisma It ,i 
began “consensus conferences” to iron ! 
out controversies over new medical ? 
technologies and made stricter ethical.‘! 
rules for medical researchers. 1 

‘A kading investigator of lipopro- j 
teins, which transport fats and probe -I 
ably play a role’in causing heart dis- i , 
ease, Fredrickson joined NIH in 1953. 
He became dire&x of the then- ; 
National Heart Jnatitute in 1966, and d 
held other top poets until 1974-75 : 
when he headed the National Acad- : 
emy of Sciences’ Institute of Medicine. i 
-- 


